Article on singing for SFF website 2025

I saw this on Facebook recently, and the author, Michael Austin Miller, encouraged those reading it to share it with their choirs – so here it is for you to read and, hopefully, enjoy.


Singers, this is a reminder of why what you do matters.

Usually, right before a concert, I remind singers that our goal is to give the community a gift, though I rarely elaborate on what that gift might be.

Why your voice matters

Singers, every note you sing, every hour you spend rehearsing, every time you work on singing an ‘ee’ through and ‘oo’ and every moment you share your voice makes a difference.

Your music touches people in ways words simply cannot, often in ways you may never know. 

There’s something magical about voices blending together.  It’s not just about the notes or harmonies. It’s about what happens when those voices combine.  A collective heartbeat that resonates in the souls of those who sing and those who listen.  It’s the sound of hope, humanity and connection.

What the audience comes for

I can’t tell you how many times I’ve finished conducting, turned around, and seen people wiping their eyes because something in what they heard reached a part of them that needed it.  People come to our concerts for more than just music.  They come for something real:
Joy that lifts their spirits
Beauty that quiets the noise
And a sense of community that reminds them that they’re not alone.

Some arrive with hearts full of celebration, while others carry burdens too heavy to name.  Some come seeking entertainment, but many come searching for something deeper – a reassurance that goodness, sincerity, compassion, love, peace and hope still exist.  It’s a tall order but that’s exactly what we provide.

The gift we offer

We don’t just sing; we really do offer a gift.  Each note and phrase we sing has the power to lift, comfort and inspire.  What we create together becomes more than music. It can evoke a treasured memory, provide solace, and become a moment someone carries with them long after the final note has faded.
So, as you step on stage this season, remember: you are more than a singer or entertainer.  You are a storyteller, a healer, and a messenger of hope.

Sing from your heart and let the audience feel your love for the music, for one another and for them.  In those moments we are not just individuals.  We become the voice of the community, united in harmony, offering a gift that can touch lives, even if only for a moment.

That is why we sing.  And it is fun too.




